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A lavish bar or bat mitzvah
was commonplace before the
economic crisis. But as Jewish
families tighten their budgets,
over-the-top celebrations are
being scaled back.

“The parties aren’t as extrava-
gant as they were years ago,”
said Amy Zediana, director of op-
erations for Perfect Parties USA, a
Peabody-based company that co-
ordinates b’nai mitzvah. “People
are sticking to one piece of en-
tertainment and not going as
overboard with their choices at
each party. I used to see
$100,000-[b’nai] mitzvah every
week, but now it’s once a month
or every other month.”

Beyond the necessities, no
part of the b’nai mitzvah is safe
from cutbacks. Event entertain-
ment, showy decorations, dining
options and even venues have
been adjusted to fit slimmer
times. Cost-friendly synagogues
are still performing a steady
number of b’nai mitzvah rituals,
but event halls, restaurants and
other more expensive venues
are feeling the crunch.

“The religious end, where we
are, is not where all the cost is,”
said Alan Bell, executive director
of Temple Emunah in Lexington.

Most b’nai mitvah planning is
carried out up to a year in ad-
vance, so many companies that
plan the events are only now be-
ginning to feel an impact. 

Russ Burman and Robert
Weiner are the cofounders of
R&R Productions in Canton. The

majority of the events the com-
pany currently plans are b’nai
mitzvah. But Burman has had to
adjust to make the company’s
services accessible to those with
smaller party planning budgets. 

“Customers aren’t necessarily
going with as many of the frills,”
Burman said. “If they are going
with the frills, they’re spending
more money on entertainment
and less money elsewhere. I
think we’re seeing a trend where
customers are being more selec-
tive and more specific.”

For Joey Baron, a member of
Temple Aliyah in Needham, his
children’s b’nai mitzvah could
not have come any sooner. Baron
held a bar mitzvah for his son two
years ago, and recently had a bat
mitzvah for his daughter in June.
With his wife Debi, the two
planned their past events without
any overt cutbacks. But Baron
said that were they to plan the
events in today’s economy, their

budget would be reduced by as
much as 30 percent.

“For my daughter, if it were to
happen now, we probably would
do it at our temple versus rent-
ing a facility,” he said. “And in
talking to people at my temple,
it’s clear that lots of people are
doing more kid-focused parties
and less family celebrations.”

But the return to more tradi-
tional b’nai mitzvah is not neces-
sarily a bad thing, according to
Burman. By reducing the frivoli-
ty, families are redirecting the
focus to the religious elements
of this ancient rite of passage.

“With the economic down-
turn, customers are looking at
what a [b’nai] mitzvah is really
about,” Burman said. “Now, it’s
not about outdoing the next per-
son. It’s a religious celebration
and there should be some level
of wraparound of the religious
components of the bar and bat
mitzvah.”

Party planners offering budget-friendly options

In tight economy, b’nai

mitzvah get back to basics

Ross to become City Council president
By Lorne Bell
Special to The Advocate

Boston City Councilor Mike
Ross of Mission Hill has been
tapped to take over for Maureen
Feeney as council president in Jan-
uary. The decision was reached
after discussions between Ross,
Feeney and Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman Stephen Murphy,
who was also vying for the spot.

“It’s an honor to have the sup-
port of my colleagues and to do
this in a way where the majority of
the [council] body is all working
together,” said Ross.

Ross represents the eighth dis-
trict, which includes Mission Hill,
Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway,
Kenmore Square, Audubon Circle
and the West End. His father,
Stephen Ross, is a Holocaust sur-
vivor and founded the New Eng-
land Holocaust Memorial.

A graduate of Newton North
High School and Clark University,

Ross went on to earn his MBA
from Boston University. He gradu-
ated from Suffolk Law in 2006.

Ross was first elected to the
city council in 1999 at the age of
27, making him the youngest
council member ever and the

first Jewish member in more
than five decades. 

When it comes to his role as a
leader of the Boston Jewish com-
munity, he would rather defer the
spotlight to organizational leaders
like CJP President Barry Shrage
and JCRC Director Nancy Kauf-
man. Still, Ross is keenly aware of
the historical significance of his
eventual appointment.

“It was not always deemed ap-
propriate for Jewish people to play
active roles in government,” Ross
said. “But that has changed. The
Jewish perspective is very contem-
plative of not just its own people,
but of the rights of all minorities. As
a result, we’ve seen many Jewish
people enter the public square.”

Ross is slated to take over as
president after Feeney’s two-
year term expires at the end of
the year. A council vote on his
appointment will officially take
place on Jan. 5 and is expected
to pass.

Boston City Councilor Mike Ross

Families are scaling back on lavish b’nai mitvah parties.
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New England’s Award Winning Kosher Super Market
Find us in Brookline....and No-Where Else

428 Harvard St. - 617-731-9888
Sun. 7am-4pm • Mon. 7am-2pm  • Closed Tues. & Wed. • Thurs.  7am-8pm •  Fri. 7am-2pm 

PRICES EFFECTIVE SUN. 10/19 – FRI. 10/24

We make the very best Meat, Smoked Fish, Middle Eastern, 
Deli Salads, Fruit and Dessert platters at reasonable prices.

-- Platters for All Occasions --

• Meat Specials •
NY Single Brisket Lean and Tender...............lb

$8.99

Shish Kabob ...........................................................lb 
$7.99

• At Our Full Service Deli •
Extra Lean Pastrami Sliced to order ......lb 

$11.99

Herring in Wine Sauce.............................lb 
$4.99

Herring Salad .......................................................lb 
$5.99

• Prepared Foods •
Potato Latkes pkg of 12 ..........................................

$4.49

Chicken Breast Fingers Mild, Hot or BBQ ....lb 
$7.49

Chicken Vegetable Soup ..................quart 
$4.49

Mini Stuffed Cabbage w/ Meat pkg of 6 .......
$4.49

• Grocery •
Borscht Manischewitz  ...........................................33oz 

$1.79

Horseradish Sauce Regular or Smokey ...16oz 2 for 
$5

Santa Fe

Fat Free Cookies and Choc Chip ..............7oz 
$2.99

Kineret - Ready to Bake

Chocolate Chip Cookies ....................12oz 
$3.99

Green Pitted Olives Halutza................... 18oz 
$1.79

Cholent Mix Benz  ......................................16oz 2 for 
$3

Soup Nuts Manischewitz.............Large size pkg 1.75oz
$1.79

Balsamic Vinegar Bartenura ...................16.9oz
$6.49

Whitefish Salad Nathan’s................................8oz 
$3.79

Herring Salad Nathan’s ....................................8oz 
$3.29

Lox Bits Axlers ..........................................................8oz 
$2.99

• Wines of the Month •

Tempranillo Valero .......................................750 ml
$6.99

Yarden - Imported from Israel

Mount Hermon Red .........................750 ml 
$13.49

Our store is under the strict Orthodox supervision of
Rabbi Mordecai Twersky. All meats are deveined, soaked and salted.

Closed

Tues. & Wed.

Oct. 21 & 22

Woebber

Ginger, Choc. Mint
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